
Language scaffolding for reading and listening 
(adapted from John Clegg) 

 
 
 

1. Fill gaps 
 

● Fill short gaps 
● Fill long gaps 

 
 

2. Match 
 

● Match word with description 
● Match word with definition 
● Match picture with sentence 
● Match word with sentence 
● Match “heads” and “tails” 
● Match paragraph with heading 

 
 

3. Fill in a chart 
 

● Tree-diagram 
● Venn diagram 
● Matrix 
● Columns 
● Flow-chart 

 
 

4. Pictures/diagrams/maps 
 

● Make 
● Label 

 
 

5. Notes 
 

● Fishbone diagram 
● Spidergram 

 
 

6. Sequence 
 

● Pictures 
● Sentences 
● Words in sentence 

 
 

7. Sort cards 
 

● Classify 
● Sequence 
● Match 

 
 

8. Texts 
 

● Mark  
 Underline 
 Box 
 Colour-code 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


