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‘Sorting cards’ exercise
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Year 7 Science/Geography
Coal
Task 1. In groups, decide which of the following information cards about coal are relevant to the

question.
1 Put the cards that aren’t relevant on the Not relevant card.
0 Sort the remaining cards under the following headings Disadvantages and Advantages.

1 Rank the cards you have selected under each heading in order of importance and divide
both groups of cards into Important and Relatively unimportant groupings as below:

Disadvantages Advantages
Important Relatively unimportant Important Relatively unimportant

[0 Now decide on a sentence to introduce each of the four groups of cards you have selected

and write your sentences on whiteboards.
") Be prepared to discuss your selection and sentences with the class. The best suggestions

will be put on the grid below.

of generating electricity and why, even so, is it such a
popular way of generating electricity in the UK?

................

Coal is cheap to mine or
import.

_____________________________________________________

.....................................................

: Coal gives off soot when
you burn it.

Burning coal causes

carbon dioxide (COZ) to
be released into the
atmosphere.

Coal is fossilised trees.

' Caal gets you di;"ty when
you handle it.

Coal burns véry slowly
 and gives off heat when it
 is burnt.

.....................................................

......................................................

' Not relevant to
 this question

'Disadvantages

Important

i UK engineers know a lot

 about the technology

 involved in building a coal [

| power station. - Relatively

unimportant

You can only burn coal """

| once. ' Advantages

. Power stations provide

| employment for a large Important
number of people.

' There is a limited supply Re|ative|y
of coal on the earth. unimportant

......................................................
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