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‘Sequencing key words’ exercise
(by Deller, S., Price, C. Teaching other subjects through English. Oxford: OUP. 2010)

LANGUAGE Re-creating a text; understanding key words; listening
for key words; practising writing.

OTHER Working in groups.

Coloured card or paper.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Toric Plastics

PHYsIcs Properties of light

FOOD TECHNOLOGY Food safety and hygiene

HISTORY The slave trade

Any text your students need to understand

Preparation

Select a text which contains important factual information.
This could be from the coursebook. Either record it, or use it as a
dictation.

Write a list of several key words or phrases from the text and
photocopy enough copies for pairs or small groups of students.
Mount the copies on different coloured paper or card and then cut
them up so there is one key word or phrase on each slip.

Plastics

Plastics are man-made materials. Plastics have taken the place
of traditional materials like woods and metals.

Plastics differ from other materials largely because of the size
of their molecules. Most materials have molecules made up of
fewer than 300 atoms. Plastics contain thousands of atoms. We
call them macromolecules.

Some plastics are derived from natural substances such as
animals, insects and plants but most are man-made. These are
named synthetic plastics.

Most synthetic plastics come from crude oil but coal and
natural gas are also used.

When crude oil is refined, gases are given off. The gases are
broken down into monomers. These are chemical substances
consisting of a single molecule. Thousands of these are linked
together in a process called polymerisation to form new
compounds called polymers.

Key words and phrases

man-made materials  take the place of refined
fewer than 300 atoms macromolecules derived from
natural substances synthetic plastics crude oil

monomers compounds called polymers

Procedure
Put the students into groups of not more than four.

Give each group a set of the key words and phrases and tell them
these are taken from the text they are about to hear. Give students
time to read and help each other understand them. They can ask you
for help and use dictionaries.

Tell the students in each group to share out the slips. While you read
out the text they must place the key words in the order in which they
hear them. They may hear some words twice but they place the card
the first time they hear a word.

Let them send a ‘spy’ to the other groups to compare their order.
Read or play the text again.

In their groups they use their ordered key words to help them write
the text from memory. This does not have to be word for word as the
original.

Read or play the text again.

Give students time to edit their texts before taking them in for
marking.

Give the students a copy of the original text, or direct them to the
appropriate page of the coursebook.

Variation

This could be a student-generated activity.

Give different groups or pairs a different text.

The students select their own key words and write them on different
slips of paper.

Combine two groups or pairs. They take turns to read their texts
while the others order the key words.
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