CLSI AICLE iniciacié secundaria — Joan Alberich i Carraminana

‘Matrix’ exercise
(compiled by John Clegg)

Pollution in Air

Coal and o0il contain sulphur. So, when these substances
burn they produce sulphur dioxide. This dissolves in rainwater
to form acid rain. This rain has destroyed lakes and forests.

In cities, where there is a lot of traffic, the exhaust
fumes from cars and lorries can pollute the air. 0ld cars and
lorries with worn out engines can produce unpleasant smoke. All
vehicles make carbon monoxide which is very poisonous. This gas
combines with haemoglobin in the blood and prevents enough
oxygen getting to the body and brain. If this happens, people
turn bright red!

The petrol we put into our cars often has lead compounds
in it, and when it is used in a car the lead compounds are
released in the exhaust. Where there is a lot of traffic a lot
of lead compounds are in the air. If young children breathe in
these lead compounds it can cause brain damage.

In aerosol cans a gas under pressure forces out the
stuff inside (hairspray, paint, polish etc.,). The name of the
gas which is sometimes used is called Freon (CFCla). Over the
vears, large amounts of freon have been released into the air.
It has caused damage to the ozone layer high up in the
atmosphere. This ozone layer protects us from harmful
ultraviplet. radiation. Some scientists believe that freom will
destroy the ozome layer and thus remove the protection we get
from the sun's rays. Too much ultraviolet radiation can cause
skin cancer.

Name of Source of How does it get into What harmful
pollutant pollution the atmosphere? effects does
it have?
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