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‘Matching word with definition’ exercise
From: Literacy across the curriculum. Harper Collins Publishers
(compiled by John Clegg)

Establishing the key terminology

for analysing and appreciating music

In your groups you will be given a set of cards plus a number from 1-7 which you will need tor task 2.

Task 1. Match the seven key word cards (printed in bold with a capital letter) with the key
characteristics card that best relates to the term.

Task 2. Select the characteristic that matches the number you have been given. Try to think of three
pieces of music that illustrate this characteristic.

Task 3. Compose a sentence on your whiteboard that uses the key word, some aspects of its
characteristics and the piece of music that you have chosen to illustrate this characteristic. For
example, * “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” is a good example of tempo in music as the music gets faster
and faster as the apprentice’s problems increase.’

Rhythm

Characteristic |

Is the music: B High?

Characteristic 2

H Low!
B |s the music fast or slow?
Tem po ' B Does it: m Speed up!?
Characteristic 3 m Slow down?

m Stay the same!

B How loud or soft is the
music?

Does it get louder? <
Melod . 8
y W Does it get quieter? >

Textu re Characteristic 4 Characteristic 5
B Does the tune move in Are the sounds: B Long!
steps, or in leaps, or use M Short?
a combination of steps B Detached?
and leaps? M In a constant
Pitch B Does it have a pattern?
predictable or W Not )
unpredictable end? predictable’
Mood —
Characteristic 7 Characteristic 6

How does the music make
you feel? (Is it calm, sad,
dreamy, scary, dramatic,

How complex is the music?
M Single line unaccompanied?
M Single melody and

L .
Dynamlcs hu",'c_'m;" s, energetic, accompaniment?
exciting!) B Complex, interwoven music?

Adapted from material developed by a Music teacher at Newfield School, Sheffield.
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