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‘Fill in the gaps’ exercise 

(by Joan Alberich, Ins Frederic Mompou) 

 
ACID RAIN IN EUROPE 

 
  Read the following text and fill in the gaps. There are two words 

spare in the box. 

General briefing 

Acid rain is a controversial topic. 

Nobody is yet sure how much ............... 

is done by acid rain. Rainwater is 

naturally acidic because of dissolved 

gases including .......................... The pH 

of unpolluted rain varies from about 

....................... The pH of acid rain is 

lower than this, in the range of 

.......................  

 

Living things 
All living things are affected by 

....................... Living things in rivers 

and lakes start to die when the pH falls 

.................... In Sweden, thousands of 

lakes have no life in them, and in 

............. stocks of Arctic ............... are 

almost extinct. The deaths are probably 

due to acid rain. It has been claimed that 

acid rain from ................ in England is 

carried by wind to the ..................... 

countries. 

 

 

 

In the forests of Europe, many .......... 

are dying. The countries most affected 

are Germany, Sweden, the Czech 

Republic, Spain and Great Britain.  

 

Acid rain is also the cause of some 

people’s respiratory problems such as 

asthma and ..........................  

 

 

Agriculture 
Some soils are either too acidic or 

................. This can be because of the 

type of rock the soil is made from, but 

.............. can change the acidity of soils 

 

Some plants like ................ grow in acid 

soils of pH 4.5, but others such as 

................. and onions grow in neutral 

soils of pH 7.  

  1) potatoes 2) acid rain 3) conjunctivitis 4) factories 
 5) phenolphthalein 6) below 5 7) 5.5 to 7 8) Scandinavian 
 9) cabbages 10) carbon dioxide 11) Norway 12) harm 
 13) trees 14) 3 to 5 15) salmon 16) acidity 
  17) alkaline 18) 8 to 10 


